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P5 February 1947

kUtY0 TO: Me.!re. Baru and Stubing
Office 6f Military Government
Furnberg

FROY:
	

1... L. Petereen

SUBJECT:	 Anti.Swf.ss Activities of the S.

1. You will recall our conversation of eeveral monthe ago,
with r spect to the above subject, in Which you agreed to place
me in ontact with the proper pereont to obtain certain information
of (nrl Crimes value. I did. not prepare the necessary memorandum
for yo at that time because of certain current developments in the
case w ch I was preparing, which, I feared, would render such a
memora.dvm inaccurate and possibly premature. The delay was oc.

casioned by the arrival in Nurnberg jail of the supposedly dead
Ostut . Franz RILDWRG, Chief of the germanic office of the SF and
eretw ile Swiss citizen.

I am now inclosing this covering letter And the required
memorandum, attached, in duplicate, with the reovest that it be for- 	 42Diezeti
warded. to those persons in Switzerland who can make the inquiries 	 eiseer
andioX investigations indicated in such memorandum. If it should 	 j74-Q

deaal p that a trip to Switzerland is absolutely necessary to es-	 X2:4

tabli h the necessary contacts and to exploit the War Crimes aepecta 	 ammag
of th se Anti-Swiss activities, I should appreciate beite advised of 	 11/Z1211:
the f ct at the very earliest opportunity.

-	 Prozia
1 3. Yay I take this opportunity to thank you both for your 	

Catig2)very helpful cooperation Lathe past end in this present connection": IAA
DECLA SSIFIED AND R ELEASED BY

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

SOURCES METHODS EXEMPTION3B2B

NAZ I WAR CRIMESDISCLOSURE ACT
DATE	 2001	 2006

I!„7„,
./

A. L. Petersen
war Crimes Attorney

COORDINATNIC WITH
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25 February 1947

MO:

TO WHOM IT MAY COITOTIN:

am preparing a Vox Crimes case against SS Ogruf. GOTTLOB
BRRGEn Chief of the Mein Office of the 33 (S3 Hruptamt) and a
nembertof his associates. One of the principal offense e with which
these Men can be charged is the planning of aggressive warfare and
attendant and subsequent economic epoiliation and spoiliation of
manpo r of the countries involved. This was achieved principally
thro	 political means, by fostering fifth column activities be-
fore to county' e occupation and. log sponsoring puppet governments
after eh occupation. It was also achieved by the spreading (with
ulteri r motive,) of idealogical eroengenda propagating the notion
of a p 3urooe. These activities of Ann?. took place in
Trance,. Belgium, Rolland, Norway, Denmark, /Inland, Latvia, Estonia,
and e en in the neutral countriee, Switnerland and Sweden. Activt.
tics long these lines were conducted primarily from the "Germanic
Direc orate': (Germanische Ieitstelle), a branch of the Main Office
of th SS, of which HERM was chief. SS Ostaaf. Dr. ?rant RIEDWEG,
erstw. le Swine citizen, was thief of this Germanic Directorate until
Sept her 1943. One of his two successors was SS Oetnbet. Xriela SPLN-
MANN. Both of these men are. now iP custody in Nurnberg and will be
tried along with BERGER.

While the beet evidence of participation in the planning of an
aggre tive war and subsequent epotliation by 131nROM and his associates
would seem logically to come from the countries in which their above
menti he& activitier culminated in the Military occupation of the
count-7, this has been difficult to prove because the SS completely
sleet yed the Berlin office files of the Germanic Directorate .: — The
cttv tins referred to would therefore be relatively innocuous if it
were ot for the occasional distribution of top l osel correepondenoe
pert ning to this question, preserved in the files of Rimmler and
other high renking azit.

Because of the difficulty of proof outlined above, the politi-
cal 	 propaganda activities of the Germanic Directorate, if tied
in with an actual plan to commit aggressive warfare, would be of
imme se value to me even though such plan may never have been carried
zut. Such a plan existed with respeCt to Switzerland and is referred
to esd quoted in part In Part 1 of the Swiss publication entitled
"Rep rt of the Counsel to the Pederation Regnrding the Anti—Democra-
tic 4ctivities of Swiss and Foreigners in connection with the Var.
Even s 1939 ■ 1945 (notion Boerlin) (Bericht des Bundesretes an die
Bund eversammlung 4ber die antidemokratische TAtigkeit von Schwei-
sern■und Auslanderm in Zugammenhang mit den Kriegsgeschehen 1939 —
1945(Votion Boerlin).
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I had hoard of thi re port and nfter telephone convereetion
with Col. Colsaire (mttnehed to the eteff of General ...6ge, the
,A=rtcan iiiAnrr Attnehe • t Berns) I VAR refereed ti a Kr. Blum
who nrocuredithis publication for me. Preeumebly, the persons to

;vhom this me °rendes) viii be referred are fa	 withth this Swiss

report, thee. fore, it will not be discussed in detail. I ea inter-
ested in the information contained in pages 54 - 103 of the report,
but in partieuler in pages 91 - 103. In these pages, it is disclosed
that the Germanic Directorate, in addition to its cultural activIties,
way develoning a plan for the military occupation of Switzerland and
preparing li ts of friends and enemiec of Gerieny who, after the in-

4vasion of S tterland, were to be respectively either employed or
Annihilated. Incriminating documents are quoted in part in this re-
port.	 i

i
rstand that Switzerland was the only country that hed a
id agent in the employ of the Main Office of the SS (in the
ectorste) and that the incriminating documents, the most
Swine purpovee) of which have been included by reference
rt, were obtained by raiding the German Consulate at Berne,
time, ypon information furnished by this agent. I undere

r that the lints' of pro-German Setts element? whom the Ger-
to employ After their invesion and occupation of the

ludes the names of some of Switzerland's rost dietingniehed

In connection with the foregeing matters, it in requested that
the persons to whom this memorandem is forwarded ascertain the follovings

I
1. vhether the Swine havt in their possession any files

of cOrrespondence to or from the Germanic Directorate and/or its
offiCiels, or peners of any - other agency of the 53 Main Office
whicB may deal with the germanic cuestion. Interest is not
conflned to Switzerland but to any of the so-called *Germanic,*

co= ries. Information le desired whether such files are avail..
Able Hither for microfilming nnd authentication en tote, for
tranamittal to Nurnberg, or Whether such files a' evailable
for .1:1 on the spot screening.

j2. Information to the eeme effect le desired with respect
to the group of documents, affecting Switterland, from which se-
ise excerpts were referred to in thl q report. Since mane -pro..
min nt Swise namrs are eentioned, the Swiss may not wish to make
the a documents available to us. If eeneuiry be made, it should
be xpinined to the appropriate officials that it is poseible
an& r court rules, prevelent et Nurnberg, to introduce such
docynents In closed session and limit their distribution. If
nee' !hie, tht entire set of documents should be microfilmed, the
mic ofilm adequately described in a certificate of authentication
to be attached, end transmitted to Nurnberg. If this is not
posleible because the files are too bulky, it in requested that
arrangements be made for their screening from a War Crimes steed-
point, either by a member 1 X.ntl. F-FaiiP-ff,-er by someone desigrated,	 ..	 ,-
by the undersigned, dee#di g',44117-the)ikmaant of work involved.
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7. It IN requeeted that the 3wlet arthoritiee disclose
nipea of the paid agent iho was in the employ of the Germanic

Directorate . nnd that this agent be aunetioned regarding furthei
docuMente which he may have seen or conferences which he may
have attended imp/iceting not only the Germanic Directorate,
but the Main Office of the r,S Las R Whole, Which may be of value
to me in preparing this case. An attempt should be made. in
Any event, to secure the services of this agent as a voluntery
witnese in the coming trial of BSRGE11, PISMTG, UkIN.IhN71, et al.
Since thie Rgnin may not be coneldered prezticnl if the agent
In nimetion le still actively engaged in intelligence work, it
should egnit be called to the Attention of the nppropriate
authOrities that testimony in a cloved reo gion of covrt le no g-
sible.

4. The defendh.nt P/EDWI.X. notwithstanding hie politicel
actlfritiee and aervice in the S, claims still to be n Swigs'
citien. Be staten that he wee interrogated by Polleei Kom-
misar.r Meurer of lreuzlingen and a police officer from the
Berner Bundee Polite' in October 1946 in Paderborn, and claims
that he cleared his poe:;ion completely with these officere and
wee eseured that he cor:..e. gy back to Switzerland unpunished and
tak up civilian profession. Accordingly, he is non-000pera-
tivf and belligerent. It le requeeted that a statement be ob.
tei ed from the appropriate Swise authoritiee regarding their
attitude towarde a posel -ae return of RIEDVI)G to Switzerland and
thelliklihood of hie Indictment there at such time. A. positive
stand on the part of the Swiris. would be of ertreme value in over- 	 IIMMBIN
elng RIEDWZG'S reluctance to testify in the hope that he will	

C11112be wiled over to , Swias .custody.
Laza

o. If there are any past or pending treason trials of Swiss
el izene in which the Kalil Office of the SS is implicated, either'-
thx otigh its Germanic Directorate or -through its activities in re.
cr4i ting the Svet . e citizens for the Waffen.B.S, I should appreciate
be ng informed of that fact in order that copiee of the record in
au casee may be obtained. Sy interest is both in t1,1 evidence
in Toduced aku In the possibility of eecuring witnesses for the
ri,G7T? case.

,1
In emu& as the same problem of proof confronts me in connection

with eachof the occupied countries, it is deeired that the foregeing
be acco ,liehed, so far as possible, without my . heving in go to Switzer.
land, or if this in not completely possible, that the necessry arrange-
ments for the accompliehment of the foregoing purposes fie made with the
appropriete Swiss rindkmerilan authorities prior to my e,epertnre noon
such a rip in order to avoid any waste of time.

Iishould very much appreciate all possible assistnce which the
persons to ,:thom this memorandum is forwarded may be able to eve re -in
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this connectiOn.
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associate in the preparation of this case, Fr.
Dobbs, can	 reached at Ylurnberg, Telephone /I°. 61216.

,,,
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A. L. referees
War Crises Attorney
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